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President of the European Parliament, Madam Roberta Metsola
President of the European Council, Mr. Charles Michel
President of the European Commission, Madam Ursula von der Leyen

In order to build a brighter future for our students, we, the lecturers of the higher educational
institutions of Georgia, express our deepest desire and willingness in support of Georgia’s accession
to the EU. Further, we assert our fear that failure to grant us the status of Candidate Member Country
will further worsen the democratic conditions in Georgia, affect the functioning of state institutions
and will leave us alone and empty handed before the Imperialist forces of Russia. Our aspiration to
the EU did not start from scratch. It was a steady, long standing and historical choice of our ancestors
which should result in Georgia becoming a member of the EU.

Last 30 years were marked with gains and losses in the process of building an independent European
state. On March 31, 1991 the referendum was held in Georgia. Based on the 90.6% of the voter
turnout, more than 99% of the voters supported the restoration of independence. In 1999, Georgia
became a member of the European Council. “I am Georgian and therefore I am European” are the
famous words spoken by the late Prime Minister of Georgia, Zurab Zhvania, in front of the Council
of Europe in 1999. In 2008 plebiscite was held where 77% of the voters supported Georgia’s
accession to North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). Georgian armed forces together with
NATO and EU allies were involved in support missions on the territory of Afghanistan, Iraq, Kosovo
and Central African Republic. Georgia continued to take part in all enlargements of the EU including
European Neighborhood Policy and Eastern Partnership; became Associated Member of the EU,
established visa-free regime with the EU countries and came to this day when Russia's unprecedented
full-scale invasion of Ukraine initiated the new era of the EU’s extension in the East where roots of
the oldest Europe lie.

Starting from 69 B.C. when Georgia (back then as Iberia) was declared as the Friend and Ally of the
Roman People, we remained Europe’s formidable Eastern bastion of freedom for many centuries.



The 20th century was marked with many terrible wars in Georgia which foreshadowed and darkened
our past, wiped out European memories and never fully subjugated the desire for independence. With
harsh repressions, Russians tried to eliminate our willingness to become a free and stabilised society
with an aspiring social and economic future.

The referendum of 1991, is based on the Act of Declaration of Independence of Georgia of 26 May
1918 when Georgia managed to implement political, social and educational reforms, adopted the
Constitution, held elections and fought against Soviet Russia to defend its independence. It should be
highlighted that despite being a predominantly Christian nation, the first democratically elected
Muslim woman in the local legislative body was from Georgia in 1919. In February 1921 when Russia
attacked Georgia, Ivane Javakhishvili, famous scholar and rector of the University of Tbilisi (now
Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University) addressed his students: "Children, my duty is to call you
for the books and the pen, but there are moments in the life of a nation when you need to move
everything aside and meet the enemy with armed hands. And here today, I am calling you for
weapons."

Today we are free but until the day we become members of the EU our freedom is fragile. Students
of Georgia who are free, energetic, bright-minded, multilingual and capable individuals, deserve a
predictable future which can be only gained by becoming a member of the EU.

From 1991 until now Georgia and Russia had several wars. Russians committed ethnic cleansing of
the Georgian population from Abkhazia and Tskhinvali Region and are continuing to move
occupational boundaries in the heartland of Georgia. In 2008, after refusal from NATO to grant
Georgia Membership Action Plan (MAP), Russia conducted military intervention in Georgia and
occupied Abkhazia and Tskhinvali Region.

Unfortunately for us, last year Georgia couldn’t manage to become a candidate country for the EU
membership which severely deteriorated the social and economic stability and security of our country;
and the Government didn’t do enough to fully implement the recommendations of the European
Commission.

Despite everything, despite your fair recommendations and just criticism, we wholeheartedly urge
you to support Georgia’s accession to the EU! Becoming a member of the EU will help us to
strengthen our security, execute de-occupation peacefully and avoid risks of further military
aggression from Russia. We will be able to stand in front of our enemies with fully functioning
democratic institutions, free courts and a pluralistic environment. Without membership, we remain
barehanded against Russia, alone without allies, which significantly increases risks of Russian attack;
and if this happens, we should urge our students again, like our forefathers did before us, to meet
enemies of our country with armed hands!

Support Georgia! Support Europe!

Signed by the lecturers of the Higher Educational Institutions of Georgia



